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This volume, comprising four articles, grew out of selected papers presented at the 7th 
meeting of the International Symposium on Languages of Java (ISLOJ 7) held in 
Banyuwangi, East Java, Indonesia, on July 6–7, 2019. The aim of ISLOJ is to provide an 
opportunity for scholars working on any linguistic topic of Javanese, Sundanese, 
Madurese, Balinese, Sasak, or any non-Malay language spoken on the islands of Java, 
Madura, Bali or Lombok, to come together and share their findings. ISLOJ particularly 
welcomes linguistic work on non-standard(ized) versions, dialects, and isolects, including 
contact varieties. At this symposium, we had two keynote speakers, Effendi Kadarisman 
(Malang State University) and Novi Anoegrajekti (Jember University). 
ISLOJ 7 was held in honor of the late William (Bill) D. Davies (University of Iowa). We 
lost Bill Davies in August of 2017; he was our friend, fellow linguist, and long-standing 
member of the ISLOJ Steering Committee from 2014–2018. He was a well-respected 
linguist and enthusiastic scholar of the languages of Indonesia, particularly Madurese, 
Javanese, and more recently Sundanese and Baduy. A major achievement for Madurese 
scholars is the comprehensive reference grammar of Madurese that Bill published with 
Mouton de Gruyter in 2010, as primarily based on a non-standard variety (Davies 2010). 
His work combined theoretical approaches to particular phenomena (raising and control, 
long-distance binding, wh-constructions, and applicatives, inter alia) and descriptive and 
documentary linguistics. His last project was on the documentation of Baduy, the 
language spoken by a group of ‘uncontacted people’ who live within short driving 
distance of one of the world’s largest metropolitan areas, Jakarta. As well as a renowned 
scholar, Bill was a mentor to a younger generation of linguists, including a number from 
Indonesia. A detailed description of his significant outputs, including a list of his 
publications, can be found on a website hosted by the University of Iowa: 
<https://linguistics.uiowa.edu/people/william-d-davies>.  
In honor of his legacy, we held a special session at ISLOJ 7 with a number of Bill’s former 
students and collaborators, including Ari Natarina, Eri Kurniawan, Hero Patrianto, and 
Carly Sommerlot. We included an open Call for Papers to especially encourage any work 
focusing on Madurese or within the research tradition that Bill pioneered, leading to work 
presented by Helen Jeoung and Saurov Syed.  
Three of the papers included in this volume are outputs of this special session, as based 
on topics relating to fields that Bill pushed forward. These were ‘Specificity and the 
Balinese Morpheme -ang’ by Ari Natarina, ‘P-drop across languages of Java: A field 
report’ by Helen Jeoung, and ‘A simple solution to complex patterns inside the Madurese 




it’s fitting that a session dedicated to his legacy covers phenomena found in Balinese, 
Javanese, and Madurese.  
Also in line with the aims of ISLOJ to highlight research on understudied and 
underdescribed non-standard language varieties among the languages of Java is the fourth 
paper of this volume by Novi Anoegrajekti, Sudartomo Macaryus, and Asrumi Asrumi, 
‘Language policy: reinforcing the identity of Using community in Banyuwangi’. This 
paper arose from Novi Anoegrajekti’s keynote presentation, focusing on the unique 
linguistic aspects of Using, which is spoken in and around Banyuwangi, the host site of 
ISLOJ 7.  
Taken together, these four works demonstrate the importance of continued to work on the 
unique set of languages that are the focus of the ISLOJ symposium series. Whether in the 
domain of better understanding the role of minority languages and regional variation for 
promoting cultural identity (Anoegrajekti et al.) or in broadening the scope of our 
theoretical understanding of complex features and processes cross-linguistically 
(Natarina, Jeoung, and Syed), the ‘Languages of Java’ play a crucial role. 
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